Women’s Studies 230

Gender, Sexuality, and Race in Popular Culture

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes
I. Assessment process

· To test student understanding of the basic concepts of major critical theories (semiotics, reception theory, feminist media theory, theories of stardom), students will be asked to provide definitions and answer multiple-choice questions about these theories on the midterm and final exams.  Knowledge of these critical theories is aligned with the GEC Visual/Performing Arts mandate to “develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgement.”
· To insure that students are comprehending the main points about these theories throughout the course, regularly scheduled reading quizzes will be given.  The purpose of these quizzes is not only to encourage students to do the readings in a timely way, but also to provide students with feedback on their comprehension, and thus also to help with the exams and with the final paper.  Quiz dates are included on the syllabus.
· The assessment of students’ abilities to make practical application of these theories to a visual text (GEC Visual/Performing Arts skills of “interpretation and evaluation” and “critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing”)  will be made through one in-class and one extracurricular assignment:

1.  On the first day of class, students will be shown two video clips from contemporary action movies (see Syllabus, Day One) and will be asked to write a short essay answering a series of questions about the representation of gender, sexualities, and race in these clips.  As part of the final exam, students will be shown the same clips and will be asked to a) apply one of the theories learned in class, b) perform a close reading of textual details, c) comment on the cultural references concerning gender, sexualities, and race embedded in the text, and d) comment on the text’s treatment and inferences concerning these issues.

2. The course paper requires students to do an independent analysis of a popular text not discussed in class.   This paper will be used to judge students’ abilities to analyze a popular visual text through close attention to structure, imagery, and generic component as well as through an understanding of its cultural, extratextual and intertextual references.
II. Implementation of Assessment Process into the Course

· The in-class exercise done on Day One and repeated during the Final Exam will be given a numerical score for attention to textual detail and organization, narrative, imagery, extratextual references, intertextual references, and cultural implications. Separate values will be given to the textual, extratextual, and cultural components of the analysis. The comparison of these scores at the beginning and end of the quarter will give the instructor a sense of how much students have learned.  It is also data that can be used in comparison with students’ quiz, paper, and exam grades, to provide information on how these learning tools are working in tandem.

· The scores will also be used to give the instructor feedback about how well the course is working in terms of its coverage, design, and pedagogy.  For example, the scores may show that more class time needs to be spent on close textual reading or on drawing out cultural implications.  
· A similar rubric will be used to grade the course papers.  At the end of each quarter, after all papers have been graded, the students’ final papers will be sampled to assess the impact of the course on students’ ability to do an extended independent analysis using the tools learned in this course.  Taking a sample paper from each grade range (A, B. C, D, E), the instructor will assess which aspects of analysis were best represented or which needed more work.  This information can then be used in re-organizing portions of the course if necessary, pulling in new kinds of material or in-class examples.
